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Did you know that Stevenage 
has links with 4 towns around 
the world in Europe, Central 
Asia and Southern Africa?





History of Town Twinning between Stevenage, Ingleheim, Autun, Kadoma and Shimkent

Link between Stevenage and Ingelheim
The original link between the two towns began with Thomas Alleynes School.  
The headmaster of Alleyne's Grammar School, believed in the importance of travel as an aid to international 
understanding. 
In the summer of 1957 he visited the co-educational Gymnasium in Ingelheim-am-Rhine, Germany, to discuss with the 
headmaster, the possibility of exchange visits between their two schools. 
A reciprocal visit took place at Easter 1959, when, the school brought a group of 20 boys and 5 girls from Ingelheim to 
Stevenage, so establishing a link also with Stevenage Girls Grammar School.
Some further work took place between the towns of Stevenage and Ingleheim where the Stevenage Ingleheim committee 
was formed as an unofficial link between the two towns to begin with. 
Work by the Stevenage Development Corporation in the coming years developed the relationship further. In 1963 
Stevenage Borough Council sent representatives to Ingleheim to sign the official ‘twinning document’ and the link became 
one of the most active involving a town in England.



History of 
Ingelheim

Ingelheim am Rhein (Ingelheim Upon Rhein) is a town in the Mainz-Bingen district 
in the Rhineland-Palatinate state of Germany. The town sprawls along the Rhine's 
west bank. 

As of 2019 there were 35,193 people living in Ingelheim. The place name ending in 
heim might well go back to Frankish times, that is to say, likely as far back as the 
5th or 6th century. Settlements or estates then took their Lords’ names and were 
given this suffix, which means "home" in German.

Ingelheim lies in the north of Rhein Hessen on the so-called Rhein Knee, west of 
the state capital, Mainz. The Rhein forms the town's northern limit. Southwards, 
the town stretches into the valley of the river Selz, which empties into the Rhein.



History of Ingelheim

The Ingelheim area was already settled in during 
the prehistoric times. Ingelheim became of 
particular importance, to Charlemagne (King of 
Franks 768 -774 AD) and his successors. 
Charlemagne had built the Ingelheim Imperial 
Palace here, where synods (Council of a Church) 
and Imperial diets (an organisation of the Roman 
Empire) were held in the time that followed. 
In 1939, the formerly self-administering boroughs 
of  Nieder-Ingelheim, Ober-Ingelheim and               
Frei-Weinheim were merged into the Town of 
Ingelheim am Rhein as we know it today.

Culture and Congress Hall (kING) in Ingelheim

Royal Hall of the Imperial Palace in Ingelheim





History of Town Twinning between Stevenage, Ingleheim, Autun, Kadoma and Shimkent

Link between Stevenage and Autun

In 1975 a ceremony took place in the Council Offices at Southgate house. A formal link of friendship was set up between the

original twinned towns of Ingelheim and Stevenage and the ancient town of Autun, in the Burgundy region of South-East

France. The Mayor of Stevenage, Oberburgermeister of Ingelheim and Senateur of Autun at the time signed a formal

tri-partie link document. Similar ceremonies took place in Ingelheim and Autun.



HISTORY OF 
AUTUN

Autun is based in the Bourgogne-Franche-Comté 
region of central-eastern France. The city of Autun
was founded as a Roman settlement (called 
Augustodunum) by the emperor Augustus in 10 BC, 
and it became one of the great cities of Roman Gaul. 
Remains of Roman Autun can be seen in two Roman 
gates, a Roman theatre (the largest in Gaul), and a 
large Gallo-Roman temple on the outskirts of town. 

The ancient theatre was one of the largest in the 
western part of the empire with a 17,000 seat 
capacity. In Roman times the city may have been 
home to 30,000 to 100,000 people, according to 
different estimates. Today, Autun has a population of 
about 13,290 and is a small town that is still mostly 
contained within its medieval walls, which follow the 
line of Roman fortifications. 



HISTORY OF 
AUTUN

The spire of Autun Cathedral rises above the town against the 
picturesque backdrop of the Morvan hills. The cathedral is 
famed for its sculptures by Gislebertus that cover the portal 
and capitals, which are regarded as some of the finest 
Romanesque art in France. Near the cathedral is a museum of 
Gallo-Roman and Romanesque artefacts, which includes 
some fine religious art from both eras. In late August each 
year, Autun hosts the "Pageant of Antiquity," which involves 
600 costumed residents in a theatrical extravaganza that 
includes Roman chariot races, period dances and music, 
circus acts and re-enactments of medieval events.





History of Town Twinning between Stevenage, Ingleheim, Autun, Kadoma and Shimkent

Link between Stevenage and Kadoma

The town twinning of Stevenage and Kadoma was talked about and investigated from around 1985. After the necessary 

preliminaries, a formal twinning arrangement was entered into with the Kadoma Council, and the signing took place in 

Kadoma on the 20th August 1989. This is when the Stevenage Kadoma Link Association was formed and signalling a 

declaration of friendship.

The key phrase of the Declaration of Friendship was this:

“...to extend the friendship, understanding and respect between people in both towns...”



History of Kadoma

Kadoma, formerly known as Gatooma, is a town in Zimbabwe. The city is located in 
Kadoma District, Mashonaland West Province, one of the 10 provinces in Zimbabwe. 
Kadoma City lies approximately 166 kilometres (103 mi), by road, southwest of 
Harare, the national capital and largest city in Zimbabwe.

The city is at the centre of a mining area, which provides gold, copper and nickel. 
The most significant mine of the region is the Cam and Motor Mine, which is located 
about 10 kilometres (6.2 mi), by road, northeast of Kadoma. Cam and Motor is the 
largest gold producer in Zimbabwe's history. The city is surrounded by rich gold 
deposit and fertile lands for both animal production and crop farming. According to 
the 2012 population census Kadoma had a population of 92 469 and it is estimated 
that to date is over 100 000.

The city of Kadoma was known as Gatooma until 1982. Gatooma was founded in the 
1890s as a mining camp, and constituted under a village management board in 
1907. In 1917 Gatooma Borough was created and in 1922 a public electricity supply 
was introduced in Kadoma. The town has grown ever since then to be one of the 
major urban centres in the country. On the 17th of March 2000, Kadoma was 
awarded the status of a city.





History of Town Twinning between Stevenage, Ingleheim, Autun, Kadoma and Shimkent

Link between Stevenage and Shymkent 

Stevenage was already ‘twinned’ with Ingelheim in Germany, Autun in France and Kadoma in Zimbabwe, when the

opportunity presented itself for a fourth link. The link was developed with Shymkent when a group of entertainers from a

Soviet Union ship docked on the Thames in London. The entertainers were invited to Stevenage and performed in the

Town Square. As a result of this, a link with a town in the soviet union was proposed in 1989. The Borough Council wrote to

the appropriate Soviet organisation in Moscow expressing their wish to link with a similar-sized town. In 1990 the Council

received a reponse to its proposal an it was communication from Shymkent introducing itself at Stevenage’s new link.



History of Shymkent 

Shymkent known until 1993 as Chimkent, is a city in 
Kazakhstan. It is one of three Kazakh cities which have the 
status equal to that of a region (the city of republican 
significance). It is the third most populous city in Kazakhstan, 
behind Almaty and Nur-Sultan, with an estimated population 
of 1,002,291 as of June 1, 2018. Shymkent is also a regional 
cultural centre.

The name Chimkent comes from two Sogdian words, chim
(meaning 'turf') and kent (or kand) (meaning 'city'), it literally 
means "the city in the grass/turf." After Kazakhstan gained 
independence, the city was renamed Shymkent in 1993 as 
part of the government's campaign to apply Kazakh names to 
cities. Shymkent was founded in the twelfth century as a 
caravanserai (Roadside Inn) to protect a nearby Silk Road 
trade town, Sayram, 10 km to the east. Shymkent grew as a 
market centre for trade between Turkic nomads and the 
settled Sogdians.



Shymkent History Timeline

• July 1864: Shymkent and its Citadel is conquered and destroyed by the Russians troops under 
command of Michail Chernyaev. Shymkent became part of the Russian Empire.

• 1883: Industrialization started in Shymkent with the construction of a pharmaceutical factory 
for Santonin by Russian entrepreneur Nikolai Ivanov. It was one of the biggest pharmaceutical 
plants during the USSR.

• 1914: Shymkent is renamed to Chernyaev to tell the people who conquered their city.

• 1924: Shymkent get its original name back. The city is becoming an important trading point 
between nomads and townsmen for horse, sheep and cow products for example the famous 
kumis.

• 1930s: The Soviet industrialization arrives in Shymkent with one of the biggest lead factories, a 
fat-and-oil plant and other factories starting their production in the biggest city in southern 
Kazakhstan.

• 1932: The opening of an agriculural aviation base at the suburbs of Shymkent was the 
beginning of the development of today’s International Airport.

• 1941-1945: Seventeen plants and factories were relocated from the front line to Shymkent. The 
city produced very much war equipment for the battles in Europe and East Asia. Two of three 
bullets shot at the front line to Nazi Germany were produced in Shymkent. 

• 1950-80: Shymkent is becoming more and more an industrial city with a huge textile and 
petroleum industry.

• January 2015: Shymkent sent a request to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) to be recognized as an old ancient silk way city.

• 19th June 2018: Shymkent became the third city with one million residents. As a result, the city 
was taken out of South Kazakhstan Region and subordinated directly to the government of 
Kazakhstan. The new capital of South Kazakhstan became Turkistan and the region was renamed as 
Turkistan Region.

• 2020: Shymkent is the Capital of Culture of the CIS countries for the year 2020. Many events 
were planned in and around the city but the Covid-19 pandemic stopped many of these projects.


